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THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF A CLASSIC CAR OWNER

The story begins on 26 April 2013 when my Talbot Solara Rapier {Registration €499 SLY) had its full
annual service with Colin Hill and passed the MOT test. When | took the car to Colin to be serviced, |
mentioned that ignition had become difficult at times so he fitted a new ignition coil. However,
starting up the car continued to be a problem after ] brought it home to London. On S May 2013,
therefore, | took the car to Kwik Fit to have the battery checked. They said the battery was nearing
the end of its useful life so a new battery was also fitted.

On 17 May 2013, | had arranged to meet friends in Streatham, South London, for a birthday lunch
celebration. The traffic was heavy on the South Circular Road {A205). By the time 1 arrived in South
London, the car had begun to overheat and the engine cut out. | managed to collect my friends and
restart the car after a number of attempts at ignition but by the time | drove into the car park of the
local Harvester restaurant, only a mile up the road, the engine cut out again and the car would not
restart. From the relative safety of the Harvester’s car park, | rang the AA {Call out No: 1). The
patrolman said the spark from the engine was okay and the fan was cutting in at 70C. He primed the
fuel pump manually which he diagnosed as being air locked and he advised that the radiator
temperature sender unit may be playing up. The car started up but on my way home after lunch, the
engine overheated and cut out again on the very busy South Circular Road. Thus on 17 May 2013, 1
had to ring the AA again for the second time in one day {Call out No: 2). The second patrolman said
that he suspected the fuel pump was working only intermittently. He managed to start up the
engine and followed me home. | could not continue driving the car which had become unreliable so 1
booked it into my local garage, Swan Autos. They fitted a new ECU unit, fuel pump and radiator
temperature sender unit which 1 had asked Colin to kindly post to Swan Autos direct. In addition, 1
asked Swan Autos to fit new spark plugs and | collected the car on 25 May 2013.

The next month was incident free and 1 was able to drive up the Al from London to the Club’s
National Meeting on 29 June 2013 at the Newark Air Museum in Nottinghamshire. Those who
attended will recall it was a dry sunny day with a good tunnout of members and their vehicles. |
decided to return home via the A46 from Newark 1o Leicester, with a view to picking up the M1
straight down to London. | filled up with petrol at the Shell garage in Newark and then made for the
A6 at a steady 60mph. However, half way along the A46 from Newark to Leicester, the engine
suddenly cut out, resulting in the car’s speed slowing down. The car would not accelerate due to the
loss of power. There was no hard shoulder but just ahead | could see the slip road/exit off the A46 to
East Midlands Ainport and Melton Mowbray. 1 had the presence of mind to steer the car on to the
slip road before it came to a stop. The engine just kept turning and would not restart so | had to ring
the AA again {Call out No: 3). The patrolman took off the distributor cap and said the king lead had
become disconnected at the distributor cap but | was not convinced because it was now guite clear
to me that when the engine overheated, only then did it cut out. it seemed to me that the cause of
the overheating was still not being addressed by the AA. At any rate, 1 eventually got back to London
very late, exhausted, nervous and worried about driving the car. My fears were not unfounded
because the problem continued, with the engine overheating and cutting out, despite the number of
parts | had already changed on the somewhat “hit and miss” advice/suggestion of the AA.

On 3 August 2013, there was a further recurrence of the problem. My mother and | were driving on
the Gunnersbury Avenue/Hanger Lane {part of the South Circular Road) when the engine cut out
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again just before the traffic lights at the junction with Madeley Road, not far from home. The car
would not restart. My mother suggested | should wait ten minutes for the car to cool down and then
try to restart the engine which 1 did and, yes, the car restarted and we managed to get home.

The next day, on 4 August 2013, the car suffered a sudden loss of power again on Bury Street in
Ruislip, Middlesex. Even though | waited this time for the car to cool down, it would not restart so |
had to call out the AA once more {Call out No: 4). 1 told the patrolman the car had been fitted with a
new ignition coil, battery, ECU unit, fuel pump, radiator temperature sender unit and spark plugs but
yet the problem had not been resolved and the cause of the engine overheating and cutting out had
not been diagnosed after three previous AA call outs. This fourth patrolman was of the view that it
was not a fuel problem but an ignition problem. He suspected the original Bosch D Drive distributor
had a fault and he suggested it should be changed. On 6 August 2013, therefore, a new Ducellier
distributor and new set of 5 ignition leads was sent by Colin direct to Swan Autos where the car had
been booked in again for these parts to be fitted. | also arranged for a carburettor kit and gasket to
be sent from Southern Carburettors to Swan Autos for the carburettor to be overhauled as well. |
collected the car a week later on 13 August 2013 after the new distributor and 5 ignition leads had
been fitted and the carburettor completely overhauled but still the problem had not been resolved.

On 21 August 2013, the engine overheated and cut out yet again on the busy South Circular Road
{A205) near Putney, on my way home from visiting my friend in Streatham, South London, who was
unwell. The temperature gauge had risen three quarters of the way up and the car would not
restart. 1 waited for the engine to cool down. When the needle dropped back to the middle of the
gauge, | turned the ignition key and the car restarted but within five minutes the engine cut out
again by the time | had driven a bit further on to Sheen, on the A205. Again 1 noticed the needle on
the temperature gauge had risen beyond the half way mark so i rang the AA {Call out No: 5). The
young patrolman who turned up knew little or nothing about the car and said he would have to ring
the AA’s Technical Department for advice. All they could tell him was that more investigation would
be needed to simulate the problem so they simply instructed the patrolman to follow me to Swan
Autos because the engine had cooled down and the car restarted again. | was utterly fed up and
nervous of driving the car again. | was now on the point of giving up on the Solara and buying a new
car. Colin discussed the matter with Charlie Hipgrave, the owner of Swan Autos, to try to fathom
what could be wrong. 1t was decided to change the water pump and thermostat, as these were
about the only parts that might be suspect, which had not yet been changed. The work was done
and 1 collected the car on 2 September 2013 but the engine cut out again on my way home.

By now Colin was at a loss as to what else to suggest for the problem. As a last resort, the car could
be taken to him in Suffolk for further investigation. However, it went back to Swan Autos where it
remained for some four weeks during which Charlie and Colin continued to liaise. On a test drive,
the engine had cut out on Charlie so he was eventually able to experience the problem himself as it
happened. He decided to fit yet another new coil and ignition amplifier/ECU unit i.e. replacing these
two parts for the second time, which had in fact been newly fitted just weeks/months earlier. |
collected the car on 24 September 2013 and it has worked properly without any further incident
ever since. i still do not knpw which part was actually at fauit, having changed so0 many at great
expense, but the experience has been a nightmare | would not want 1o have to live through again.

Jeannette David 25 January 2014


















































